








The Haughey family came all the way from West Virginia to attend the Ball.  From left, 
Cradle adoptee Andy Haughey, his wife Erin, and parents Linda and Fred Haughey.

Cradle parents Denis and Eleanor Daly had a wonderful 
time at the Ball.

Cradle Associate Michelle McKenna, left, with friends Tara Sadera and 
Jody Fisher

Celebrity emcee Janet 
Davies won a stunning 
necklace in Tiffany’s “Key 
for The Cradle” game! 
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BRONZE  SPON SOR S ($800 LEVEL)

T I TL E SPON SOR ($25,000 LEVEL)

G O L D  SPON SOR S ($6,000 LEVEL)

A special thank you to  for donating the prizes  

for the Key for The Cradle Game

OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE
TO OUR SPONSORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS AND  ABIDING  SUPPORT OF ADOPTION   

PLEASE JOIN US IN  EXPRESSING APPRECIATION  BY PATRONIZING  THEIR BUSINESSES

SI LVER SPON SORS ($3,000 LEVEL)

�������� ��
��
��
��
��
��
��

�$���/�H�D�G�H�U���L�Q���+�L�J�K���1�H�W���:�R�U�W�K���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��

��
�,�V���D���S�U�R�X�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U���R�I��

��
��

��
��
��
��

��
�(�U�L�Q���6�����'�L�F�N�H�V��

���������:�H�V�W���0�D�G�L�V�R�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W�������������6�X�L�W�H���������������������&�K�L�F�D�J�R�����,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V����������������
�3�K�R�Q�H�������������������������������������������������������������������������)�D�[�����������������������������������Z�Z�Z���J�L�P�O�O�F���F�R�P��

BAR  SPON SOR ($2,000 LEVEL)

Marge and Kevin Kellen

A Friend of The Cradle
Erin and Scott Dickes

Andrea and Edward Herchenbach

Martha King
Mary and John Meany

Michelle McKenna
Larry Rubly

Beth and Alan Singer
Phyllis S. Thomas

Virginia and Paul Uhlenhop

Pamela Amos
Amy and Clay Brock

CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc.
Paula and John Dix

Diana and Jerry Dutka
Glenn’s Duxler Tire Co.

Karla and Vincent Johnson
Janet and Stephen McDonald

Kathleen and William Myers
Barbara and Peter Sereda
Switchfast Technologies

N UR SERY A N G ELS ($1,500 LEVEL)
Mary and Geoffrey Bloom

Connie Perino Goggio
Corrine Reichert
Phyllis S. Thomas

Katherine Whipple
Winnetka Auxiliary of The Cradle



Auction, Raffle, & Special Prize Donors
Thank you to all of the individuals and businesses that donated gifts and services to The Cradle Foundation’s 
fundraising events in 2008.  We deeply appreciate your generous support!
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A Friend of The Cradle
Abt Electronics
Adler Planetarium
Alley Gallery
Juliet Amante
Pamela Amos
Arlington Park
A La Carte
Argo Tea
Art + Science
Lenore and Frank Arvia 
Balloon Endeavor
Bally Total Fitness 
The Barn of Barrington
Maria Bayer
BeBee HVAC
Becky & Me Toys
Bedside Manor
Bernardi Securities
Best Buy in Geneva
Best Plumbing
Bill Stasek Chevrolet
Bling Baby
Bliss Salon
Bob Chinn's Crab House Restaurant
Book Bin
The Book Stall of Chestnut Court
Robert Bourke
Boxes and Bindings
Rick Boynton
Brenda Bendel Day Spa and Make Up Studio
Howard and Jennifer Brinn
Brunswick Bowling & Billiards
Build-A-Bear
The Canvasback
Car-isma
Casteel & Company Coffee Roasters
Catch 35
Catering by Max’s – Larry Estes
Catering by Michael's
The Celebration Chef – Karen Friedenberg
Centre East, Inc.
Chalet Nursery & Garden Shops
Will Chana
Charlie Trotter's
Roberto Chavez
Chelsea Fine Art – Warren Wright
Chelsea & Scott
Chicago Bears
Chicago Blackhawks Hockey Team, Inc.
Chicago Bulls
Chicago Children's Museum
Chicago Cubs

Chicago Fire
Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chicago White Sox
Chicago's Essex Inn 
City of Evanston
Claim Jumper Restaurants, LLC
Clean Plate Club
Club Lucky
Steve Cole
Columbia College Chicago Theater Center
Mary and James Connelly
Continental Café
Conway Farms Golf Club
Coopers' Hawk Winery and Restaurant
Corry Connelly
Cosi Inc.
Costco Wholesale
Country Companies Insurance in Huntley
The Cradle Associates
Crate and Barrel
The Crystal Cave
Culinary Arts Program at Lake Country High 	
	 School – Andrew Meyer
da VINCI Group
Dance Center Evanston
Christopher Deeney
Deerfields Bakery
DePaul University Merle Reskin Theatre
The Denim Lounge/Madison and Friends
Denis Daly
Designed Cuisine, a division of Michael’s 	
	 Catering – Fran Young and Harry Litberg
Designs of the Interior
Erin Dickes
Sue and Byram Dickes
Don Roth's Blackhawk in Wheeling
Judy and Dan Dorr
Edward Fox Photography
Edwards Florist and Greenhouses Inc.
Elegance in Meats – Eddie Manacek
Eli's Cheesecake World 
Fantasy Kingdom
The Finishing Touch
Field Museum
Firehouse Grill
John Fix
Lori and Dan Flaherty
Flat Top Grill
The Frame Forum of Lake Forest
Francesca's North
Franz Excavating
Nicole Fry
Barry Fulk
State Senator Susan Garrett

Giacomo’s Ristorante Italiano – Anna Maria 	
	 and Jack Zito
Glenbrook Racquet Club
Glenbrook Sports Academy
Glenbrook Racquet Club
Glenbrook Sports Academy
Glen Club – Jim Smirles
Glessner House Museum
Glitter and Gold LLC – Sally Mishoulam
GolfTEC
Good's of Evanston
The Great Escape
Rob Guglielmi
Four Seasons Resort - Jackson Hole
Hairsay
Tom Hartle
Linda and Fred Haughey
Health Matters Therapeutic Massage – 	
	 Deb Reed
Marc Heidkamp
Criss Henderson
Peter Hickey
Hillcrest Country Club
Holidazzle
Hot Rod Automotive
Nancy Iida
Illinois Sports Facilities Authority
Image Motor Sports
J. Alexander's Restaurant
The James Hotel
Jeffro Furniture - Larry Lucas
Jewel-Osco
Joel Jaglin
The Joffrey Ballet
Joseph Michael's Salon
Sharon and Greg Kaczmarek
Kane County Cougars
Marge Kellen
Kidsnips in Wilmette
Knauz Auto Group
Kohl Children's Museum
Frank Kuzel
La De Da!
La Donna Italian Restaurant
La Mirage Restaurant, Elegant Banquet, Bar 	
	 & Lounge
Lake Forest Symphony
Lambrecht's Jewelers Inc.
Larry Macy
Lazar's Juvenile Furniture
Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises Inc.
Levy Restaurants
Lifeline Theatre
Lincoln Park Zoo
Elaine and Leonard Lirtzman
The Little Gym of Glenview



Donors, Continued Oh Baby!
Cradle Trivia Challenge

Test your knowledge of Cradle history and services by 
answering the following questions that were posed to 
guests at The Cradle Ball:   

1. What is the name of the woman dedicated to  
establishing The Cradle’s mission of providing a loving, 
permanent home for every child?

	 A.	 Gracie Allen
	 B.	 Dolores Hope
	 C.	 Florence Walrath
	 D.	 Donna Reed

2. Which of the following programs were added to  
The Cradle since its establishment 85 years ago?

	 A.	 Adoption program for African American children
	 B.	 Permanent homes for former foster children in 		
			   Illinois
	 C.	 International adoption options including Russia 		
			   adoption
	 D.	 All of the above

3. Who among the following is NOT a Cradle adoptive 
parent?

	 A.	 Bob Hope
	 B.	 Barbara Walters
	 C.	 George Burns 
	 D.	 Janet Davies

4. Under what circumstances would The Cradle turn 
away a birthmother?

	 A.	 If she is under the age of 15
	 B.	 If the biological father is unknown
	 C.	 If she is not a US citizen
	 D.	 If she or the baby has special medical needs
	 E.	 None of the above

5. An epidemic of what disease threatened the nation 
in 1927, causing major breakthroughs in baby care at 
The Cradle?

	 A.	 Scarlet Fever 
	 B.	 Cholera
	 C.	 Measles 
	 D.	 Gastroenteritis

Answers:  1-c; 2-d; 3-b; 4-e; 5-d

Living in the City Transportation
L'oran Salon
Lou Malnati's
LuLu's Dim Sum & Then Sum
Lynfred Winery
Maplewood Hotel
Jeff Marcella
Mark Brown Photography
Marked for Dessert – Mark Seaman
Janet McDonald
McGaw YMCA
Mary and John Meany
Medieval Times Dinner & Tournament
Sheryl and Eric Mersmann
Metropolis Performing Arts Centre
Moody's Upholstery
Morningstar
Mrs. Murphy and Sons Irish Bistro
Muller Honda
Music Institute of Chicago
My Creations Company, LLC
Nabisco
New York Fire Department
North Shore Racquet Club
North Shore Rods
North Shore Yoga
Northshore Cookery – Ruth Ross
Northwestern University
Notebaert Nature Museum
Not Just Haircuts styling salon
Nuveen Investments
Oceanique
Old Town School of Folk Music
Om on the Range Yoga Studio
The Oprah Winfrey Show
The Palmer House Hilton
Kirsten Passalino
Angie and Jim Perkins
P.F. Chang's China Bistro
Pick-Staiger Concert Hall
Philly G's Restaurant
The Popcorn Factory
Potbelly Sandwich Works
Prairie Moon
PRP Wine International
Quade Productions
Quartino Restaurant & Wine Bar
Quince Restaurant
Raffin Construction
Roberto Chavez
Red Door Salon – Evanston
Renaissance Oak Brook Hotel
Marcia Resnik
Restaurant Michael 
Reydog, Inc.
Rising Star DanceSport
Ritz-Carlton Chicago
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory 
Russian Gifts & Collectibles
Sam's Club in Geneva

Sam's Wines and Spirits
Sandy Santangelo
George Sargent
Gale Sayers
Seacord House Bed and Breakfast
Schaeffer's Wines, Foods & Spirits
Sherie Schleich
The Second City
Secret Treasures
Ann and Steve Sergesketter 
Mary Sergesketter
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Kim and Matt Simonton
Six Flags Great America
Spice House
Beth Squires
Bill and Linda Stasek
Sterling Silver Dragonfly Jewelry
St. Mary’s Quilters of Evanston
Strasburg Children
The Strike Zone
Stuart-Rodgers Photography
Sunset Foods
SYMS Corp
Target in Algonquin
Target in Elgin
Teddie Kossof Salon
Texas de Brazil
Phyllis Thomas
Three Tarts Bakery & Café
Pam and Robert Tichy
Tiffany & Co.
TipsyCake LLC
Top Shelf Wine & Spirits
Tonelli's Restaurant
Helen Trage
Virginia and Paul Uhlenhop
Uncommon Ground
Urban Oasis
Vermilion Restaurant
Lois and Griswold Ware
Wendella Boats
WGN Radio
Whirlyball
Wilmette Tailors & Cleaners
Wines for Humanity
Winesellers Ltd.
Wine Styles
Winnetka Auxiliary of The Cradle
Women and Children First
Woodbine Golf Course
Wooden Spoon
Matt Zagorski
Zanies Comedy Club



The year I In Review

As we’ve reported in previous newsletters, fiscal 2008 was an 
especially busy year at The Cradle. Besides celebrating a mile-

stone anniversary, we experienced a 23% increase in Nursery admis-
sions over 2007, a 21% increase in domestic placements and an 
11% increase in the number of inquiries made by expectant women. 
International placements were down somewhat, due to factors beyond 
The Cradle’s control – i.e. significant restrictions placed on international 
adoption activity by many foreign countries. In all, 2008 was a strong 
and positive year for The Cradle, and for the women, children and 
families we serve. Following are some key statistics and highlights:

	 •	 The Cradle placed 99 babies with loving families through its 
		  domestic adoption program and completed 3 home studies for 	
		  clients who adopted through another agency.

	 •	 Of our 99 domestic placements, 41 were African American or 	
		  biracial babies placed through the Sayers Center. 

	 •	 The Cradle’s Russia Adoption Program completed 27 placements 	
	 	 in fiscal 2008. An additional 46 home studies were completed for 
		  families adopting children from 11 countries, bringing our total for 	
		  international placements to 73.

	 •	 Family Placement and Support Services finalized the re-adoption 	
		  or permanent guardianship of 99 children. There were 70 open 	
		  family cases comprising 85 children as of September 30.   

	 •	 822 women facing an unplanned pregnancy contacted The Cradle 	
		  for information or guidance; 288 of those women met with a 
		  Cradle birthparent counselor to discuss their options.

	 •	 The Cradle Nursery admitted 121 babies, 67 of whom were  
		  determined to be at-risk for special medical needs. As of 
		  September 30, 79 babies had been placed with adoptive families, 	
	 	 40 had gone home with their birthparents, and 2 remained in the 	
		  Nursery.

	 •	 The average daily census in the Nursery was 8 babies and the 
	 	 average stay was 24 days.

	 •	 282 prospective adoptive families met with a Cradle counselor 	
		  for an initial assessment and 199 home studies were completed. 

	 •	 Post Adoption Services assisted more than 1500 individuals 	
		  through counseling, non-identifying medical and social  
		  information, the mutual consent registry, outreach to birth  
		  relatives, educational workshops and other services.

	 •	 AdoptionLearningPartners.org logged 27,727 total course  
	 	 enrollments (4,332 more than in 2007), registered more than 8,000  
		  new users and issued nearly 20,000 certificates of completion.

We are grateful to all of our clients, ALP users, volunteers, staff  
members, donors and friends for a banner year at The Cradle!  
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MAKING THE HOLIDAYS 
BRIGHTER 

At just 23 years of age, Michelle (not her real name) was 
already struggling to work full time, attend college and 
care for her three-year-old son when disaster struck. Her 
grandmother, who had been raising Michelle’s teenage 
sisters since their biological mother abandoned the family, 
died, leaving the girls without a home. Despite her limited 
resources and already stretched budget, Michelle made 
room in her heart and her home for her little sisters, deter-
mined to make a better life for her family. 

Michelle’s family is just one of nearly 70 families served 
by The Cradle’s Family Placement and Support program. 
This unique project helps older children (former wards of 
the state) who lose their adoptive parents to be readopted 
within their extended family. Each year at Christmas, The 
Cradle Associates and a number of churches and donors 
try to make the holidays a little brighter for these strug-
gling families.

Michelle’s wish this year is for board games (Monopoly, 
Scrabble, Yahtzee) so that the family can have regular 
game nights. They also need kitchen and houseware items 
such as cups, dishes, towels and sheets, since Michelle 
doubled the size of her household when she said yes to 
adopting her two younger sisters.

We currently are seeking sponsors for 25 families through 
this holiday giving program. If you or your company would 
like to help, please contact Joan Evanich at jevanich@
cradle.org or by phone at 847.446.4214.

Volunteers prepare to make holiday deliveries to families in last 
year's gift drive.



The Cradle and The Cradle
Foundat ion wi sh you and 
your family a very 
happy hol iday season!

NOTEWORTHY 
ALP Updates

Adoption Learning Partners has had a very full docket, with record 
course enrollments as well as the addition of new courses, staff 
members and partnerships.  In August ALP launched “Maintaining 
Connections,” a course created by the Family Connections Project to 
help child welfare professionals recognize the benefits to older youth in 
foster care of maintaining connections with birth families.  The website 
now offers twelve online courses and is poised to launch #13, a course 
designed to help adoptive parents develop an effective discipline plan 
for their children.

New to the ALP team are Kevin Hampton, Web Developer, Venita 
Griffin, Interactive Engagement Specialist, and Barbara Supergan, 
Education and Training Consultant/ALP Sales Manager.  ALP also recent-
ly signed a contract with Chinese Children Adoption International (CCAI) 
to host three of their courses covering the Chinese adoption process, 
culture, history and traditions.  Hosting courses for organizations such as 
CCAI provides these agencies with the distribution network they need 
while enabling ALP to expand its curriculum.      

Go to www.adoptionlearningpartners.org to see what’s new! 

Staff Milestones
Congratulations to the following staff members who recently celebrated 
anniversaries of a decade or more of service to The Cradle:

Jadwiga Nowakowski, Infant Aide – 30 years!
George Mitchell, Driver/Building Manager – 16 years
Sandy Drumke, Infant Aide – 15 years
Gen Kimmel, Certified Infant Nurse – 12 years
Marlene Day, Registered Nurse – 12 years

Jadwiga came to The Cradle in 1978 
and worked in our laundry for sev-
eral years before transferring to the 
Nursery, where she has fed, bathed, 
cuddled, diapered and loved literally 
hundreds of babies, and has gone on 
countless baby pick-ups, doctor visits 
and lab appointments. Jadwiga’s skills 
are by no means limited to infant care. 
She is also a master seamstress and 
tailor who has performed expert alter-
ations on ball gowns, prom dresses 
and myriad other clothing items for 

Cradle staff members over the years. When Nursery Director Victoria 
Brooks came up with a design for an evacuation vest with “pockets” to 
hold several babies and be worn by a nurse in case of an emergency, 
Jadwiga helped create the pattern and sewed the prototype. It is with 
great sadness that we will say goodbye to Jadwiga when she retires 
from The Cradle in March, and great appreciation for her decades of 
loving and dedicated service.     

Cradle Connections hosted its annual celebration for 
families with children adopted from Asia on Saturday, 

October 25.  Nearly 100 parents and youngsters, many 
in traditional attire, gathered at Furama Restaurant in 
Chicago for a joyful afternoon of cultural entertainment, 
delicious Asian food, crafts, a lantern parade and Lion 
Dance.

Autumn Moon Festival is a family-focused holiday 
observed throughout Asia that celebrates the bounty of 
the harvest.  The children listened attentively while seven 
seniors from the Korean Club at Niles West High School 
gave a lively presentation on Chuseok, a major annual 
harvest festival and three-day holiday in Korea.  During 
Chuseok, families visit their ancestral hometowns, pay their 
respects at the graves of their ancestors, tell stories and 
share a feast of traditional Korean food. 

We would like to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of 
committee members Siobhan Flynn and Susan Clark, as 
well as our fantastic team of volunteers, for making this 
year’s Autumn Moon Festival such a wonderful event.

Autumn Moon Festival
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Cradle | Calendar
late Fall 2008

12/06	 CRADLE HOLIDAY PARTY
	 The Cradle, Evanston
	 9:30 a.m. to Noon

WINTER/Early 
Spring 2009

01/10	R USSIA HOLIDAY PARTY 
	 LaMirage Restaurant, Rolling 	
	 Meadows
	 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

01/31	A TTACHMENT
	 Post Adoption Workshop*
	 Glen Ellyn Public Library
	 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

02/12	 FIRST LOOK FOR CHARITY 
	 McCormick Place, Chicago 
	 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.	

03/21	 OVERCOMING SENSORY/ 	
	RE GULATORY ISSUES 
	 Post Adoption Workshop*
	 The Cradle, Evanston
	 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

03/28	 MARY POPPINS 
	 Cadillac Palace Theatre, Chicago
	 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Christian Norquist and his dad Mark at 

Autumn Moon Festival 
*Open to the community.  Fee: $20 per person per work-
shop, $10 for second family member; non-refundable. 
Register online at www.cradle.org/post_workshops.html 
or by calling 847-733-3233.  
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