lllinois revamps laws
Adoption reforms

make state a national model
BY JULIE TYE After a bitterly contested
struggle with prospective adop-
he: [llinois Adoption tive parents who had a history of
Reform Act, signed abuse, Tamia was ceturned
into law by Gov, Rod to her mother and grandmother in
Blagojevich this summer, makes - llinois.
Minois the model for children's ific provisions of the new
rights as well as thoss of birth par-  Law include:
ents and adoptive parents, u Requiring all private adop-
The: bill does a number of tion agencies to be @x exempt

statewide adop-
Hoe complaint
regisery and a
toll-free number
for the public

to help familles
find out whether
the agency they
has a history of
licensing viols-
Hons.

® Requiring
adoption service
providers to dis-
close policies,
fees and any cir-

cumstances rel-

Bgum:sphmngl:hllﬂmwﬂl
adoptive families and the regula-
ion af out-of-state placement
agencies and facilitators.

Dut-of-state agencies will no
longer be allowed to advertise in
[llinois without aligning them-
selves with a licensed, Mlinods-
baged, nonprofit agency. The law
wias passed in the wake of the
Baby Tamia case.

In that case, Tamia’s mother,
Carmen McDonald, was suffering
from postpartum depression when
she was pressured to place her
infant daughter for adoption with
a Utah-based agency doing busi-
ness in Minois,

evant to a child’s
placement {such
a5 his health) to prospective
adoptive parents before adoption
proceedings.

® Banning unlicensed organiza-
tions or individuals from advertis-
mg;a:ln]:m.u services in Ilinods

and establishing penalties for
&mmwm
E!Ilﬂdlinsaﬂillufmglmfm

both birth parents and adoptive
parents.

Julie Tye is the president and chief
executive officer of The Cradie, a
nonprofir, licensed and accredived
adopiion agency in Evanston found-
ed in 1923, For more information,
call (B47) 475-5800 or vist www.
cradle.org




