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Adoptive parents Sonva and D, E Charles Lampley adopted dsughier Laurvi bo
ensmiplete their family, YWith Byear-ald san, Jarreil, the family poses in thae hack=
vagl of the Chicago home, Robin Sewell amd Cheis Boree (below ), who also chose
adlvpeion, share a family momsend with dawghter Chiistiane

More African-Americans
are opening their hearts

By Tracey Robinson-English

Devante was bittersweet. At Spence-Cha-

pin, a private adoption agency in New York
City. an older couple who already had children
and fAnancially unable to raise an infant, tender-
Iy surrendered their f-pound, four-week-old
davughter with black ringlets and caramel-colored
skin into the arms of Donald and Eenee Pat-
terson. They would become her new adoptive
parents.

The first embrace melted away the pain of the
Patterson’s battle with infertility and ended a dif-
ficult, yeardong search for a baby to fulfill their
dream of starting a family. “ The moment we saw
her, we forgot evervihing that we went through,”

T HE adoption ceremony of baby Dariel

Renee recalls, “It was well worth it, She is a il:h:p."'

Today, T-month-old Dariel Devante kicks her
fect happily when she hears Renee’s voice. “She
knows I'm mommy,” Renee says.

The Pattersens are among the thousands of
African-American couples opening their hearts
to children across the nation, Despite miscon-
ceptions, African-American adeplion is reporn-
vdly on the rise and is taking place nearly as often
as other adoplions.

Movember (s Mational Adoption Awareness
Manth, and efforts are being made to spread the
wond and educate prospective parents about the
process and rewards of bringing home a child to
complete a family. In the Afncan-American com-
miumniky, outreach efforts are undenway in church-



PARENMTIMNG continuwed
s, schools and neighborhoods, and

through word-of-mouth networking.

“There's a misconception that the
Black community doesn't take care of
its own—that's ludicrous,” says Hillary
Ward, an outreach coordinator at the
Sayvers Cenber for African American
lA.::!I:l[,:l:il,:m in Evanston, 11, a program
founded by NFL Hall of Famer Gale
Savers and wife, Ardythe. “Whetherit
is formally oF informally, we have had
a madition of taking care of our chil-
dren,” Ward adds. “We want to make

maore families aware that private

adoption is available to them.”
Operated through the Cradle, a
respected privale adoplion agency in
[linois, the Sayers Center has placed
more than 350 African-American in-
fants with families since 1994, Ward
observed that more Black couples in
their 30s and 40, as well as single
African-American women, are step-
ping forward to give a child “a forever
family.” Single moms like Mam Bat-
ridge of Chicago adopted daughter
Kamayva as an infanl six years ago,
"My goal was o parenL” she says.
*my heart was open to loving a child.”
Whether vou seek a fee-based pri-
vate agency or a stale-supporbed pro-
gram, adoption has chﬂ-ngl:d in the
Internet Age. The process that was
once cold, secretive and formal is
faster, more Copen and marketed
everywhere from television ads to
Web sites. The Internet is connecting
many adoptive parents to agencies,
facilitators and birth parents. A
browse on the Internet reveals nu-
merous Web sites with family photos
posted of couples wanting to adopt.
Some are also chatting online to find
a child who is right for them.
"Adoption is becoming very com-
petitive,” savs Samantha Walker, an
adoption specialist at the African-

American Infant Program at Spemce- |

Chapin in New York City, one af the
largest private adoption agencics in
the Mortheast.

The adoption process still requires
that prospective parents deal with fin-
gerprinting, background checks, wait-
img lists, reams of legal paperwork,
visits from social workers and homae-
study eourses, Completion of the pro-
cess takes a minimum of six months
to two vears,

Adoplion professionals reason that
birth parents today are morg cmpow-
ered to choose from a pool of eligible
acloptive parents and stay in contact
through a growing “openncss” frend.
The teem refers bo ongoing contact
between birth parents and adoplive

parents after the adoption i complete
b serve the best interests of the child,

A birth mother selected Dr. E,
Charles and Sonya Malunda Lampley
of Chicago to adopt daughter Lauryn,
now age 4, The couple, who already
had a voung son, Jarrett, decided to
adopt a daughter 1o complete their
fammily.

“We met with her [birth mother] a
few times in advance of the birth,
talked about the delivery, defined
what openness meant, and developed
a relationship,” Somva Lampley savs,
“When she wenl into labor, she called
us, We arrived an hour after Lauryn
was born. We spent time with the
newharn and birth mother. Four days
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later, we took Lauryn home.”

The Lampleys openness agree-
ment invodves an exchange of phane
calls, letters and postcards. *We
have a strong bond,” says Sonva, “Tt
takes time to get used to the idea.
You work through the relationship
Inoking at the long-term and what
i% in the best interest of the child”

The HI:II‘JI.'!'i:I'IH truth is that infants
—regardless of race—are in high
demand and scarce in state adop-
tien systems. By comparison, older
African-American children are plen-
tifull in foster care prosgrams and are
often difficult to place for adoption,
EXPEFS sy,

Many couples whowant to adopt
an infant turn to private agencies

that have relationships with birth

mothers who want to place a mew-
barm for adoption. Despite popular
belief, private adoption agencdies do

not allow adoptive parents bo select B

the babw's gender or skin fone,

Agency fees range from a slid-
ing scale to upwards of $100 for
an African-American infant, Fees
for White infants range from
§20,000 to 540,000 adoption, ex-
perts say. "There is bias in the
adoption system,” says Bev Hall,
director of Pact: An Adoption
Allvance based in 'Daiﬂand.. Cﬂli[,
which specializes in placing Adri-
can-American infants with Fami-
lies. “The fiees are based on the race
of the child,” Hall says,

High fees often make private
adoption prohibitive for some
Afrcan-American families. Some
critics say charging a fee o adopl a
Black child perpetuates a legacy of
slavery,

“The svetem has notalways been

sensitive to the African-American community, * adds Hall.
“Thae :ll;hjptil,m 5!.'bll,'m must doa better |'.|1|_1 ter il erstand

the African-American community. Money and principles

are key issues. While the fees go for
services, some African-American
families feel uncomfortable as if
they are paving for a baby.”

There's also the matter of a birth
mother having a change-of-heart
before the adoption becomes final.
The Pattersons experienced three
disappointing change-of-heart
epispdes, “You realize that it's an
extremely difficult decision for
the birth mother to make,” savs
Renee Patterson. “At the same
Hime, vou're on an emotional roll-
cr-coaster.”

Though laws vary from state to
state, once birth parenis sign docu-
ments surrendering their rights, the
adoption is final. Some states re-
quire a waiting period before sur-
render bo allow birth parents finve ko
change their minds, Once the peri-
od is up and the papers are signed,
they can't take back the baby.

An increasing number of adop-
fion agencies are mow requirnng
birth parents and adoptive parents
to develop a plan together o beme-
fit the adopted child long-berm,
Experts say that openness allosws for
adoptive parents to be in a better
]_'u_'la.il.‘iun i ansiwer iilll.-hl‘iun:q. albwiil
medical histories and the child's
conoerns about physical and cultur-
al identity.

For adoptive parents Robin
Sewell and Chris Boree of Los
Angeles, both birth and adoptive
families visit regularly as ome big,
extended howsehold. Adopted
daughter Christiane is receiving
the best of bath wordds now and in
the future, l|"|.||-".|.l RAY.

#*Che will not have nearly the
complications or horror stories of
niot kninwing who her parents were,”

Robin says. “Clearly, we need even more Black parents to
atep to the plate. We had the means and desire and decid-
ed it wins the right thing to do.” L]



